
 

 

     

 

 

23 April 2010 

 

Nick Roseveare 

Bond Strategy Consultation 

By Email 

 

Dear Nick 

 

Response to the Bond Strategy Consultation 

 

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation and to inform the 

development of Bond’s strategy for 2011-16. In this letter we respond to several 

of the questions you pose, as well as providing further thoughts and evidence, 

focusing particularly on the issue of public engagement with the eradication 

of global poverty as identified in the External Environment Scan. 

 

About DEA 
DEA is a membership-based education charity that promotes global learning. We 
work to ensure that people in the UK learn about global issues such as poverty 

and climate change and develop an open-minded, global outlook. 

 

General comments 
Public engagement with eradicating global poverty 

Bond’s External Environment Scan highlights that a significant challenge in the 

period 2011-16 will be maintaining and enhancing public support for 

international development and NGOs. The document emphasises that such public 

support is “fundamental to the success of NGOs and reaching global poverty 

goals”, but that recent polling research indicates a steady decline in this support. 

 

Halting and reversing this decline therefore needs to be one of the core priorities 

of the Connect and Influence strands of Bond’s 2011-16 Strategy, based on 

evidence of what works. This is a particularly strong priority at a time when 

government finances are very tight, and so international development NGOs are 

likely to be increasingly reliant on private donations and activism. 

 

There is plenty of evidence for how to reverse this decline in public 

support. Recent evidence from Ipsos MORI indicates that learning about 



global issues encourages support both for NGOs and for the government’s 

commitment to spend 0.7% of GDP on ODA. Half of those who have learnt about 

poverty (51%) or world politics and trade (48%) since leaving school support 

the 0.7% target. By contrast only one in five (20%) who have not learnt about 

any global issues since leaving school support the target. 1 

 

Ensuring that all members of society learn about global issues in their day-to-

day life also allows us to target the hardest-to-reach members of society. The 

same research from Ipsos MORI highlights that by offering global learning to 

everyone in school, we can cut from one in five to one in ten the proportion of 

society who are entirely disengaged from global issues. By contrast, if young 

people do not have the opportunity to learn about any global issues in school, 

we can expect this group to grow to around one-third of the population (34%).2 

 

The research further indicates that investment in global learning encourages 

higher levels of private donations to fight global poverty that will repay 

the investment in learning many times over. Amongst those who have 

learnt about global issues either in school or after school, around a third are 

keen to donate money to charities dealing with global issues, whereas only 

around a tenth of those who have not learnt about global issues are interested in 

doing so. The research therefore indicates that global learning can create a 

multiplier effect for international development spending. 

 

Lastly the research suggests that there is a strong public mandate for taking 

an educative approach to development issues, with almost nine-in-ten 

(86%) of the public agreeing that global learning in school is crucial if poverty 

and other global issues are to be tackled in future and over three-quarters 

(76%) agreeing that it is crucial to continue to inform people about global issues 

after they leave school. 

 

Therefore integrating a learning approach into all areas of the sector’s 

work could generate widespread public engagement in tackling global 

poverty and encourage more secure and sustained sources of funding 

for NGOs from the public in the medium and long-term.  

 

Clarity about the purposes of public engagement 

To re-engage the population in issues of poverty and international development, 

research suggests we need to be very clear and consistent about the purposes of 

our public engagement work. Research from Andrew Darnton, cited in Bond’s 

External Environment Scan, makes an important recommendation:3 
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[We should] design strategies to drive engagement with global poverty 
(the root cause of support for development aid) rather than solely to build 

support for development aid (the symptom). In turn this requires a multi-
stakeholder strategy that engages the whole of society and is set up for 

the long term (several decades).  
 

The distinction between engagement with global poverty and “public support for 

NGOs and international development”4 is important because the latter risks 

being perceived negatively as being more concerned with a particular 

government agenda, or with just sustaining NGOs themselves, rather than 

focusing on our mutual end goal of eradicating global poverty. As spending cuts 

and tax rises bite over the next few years, we can expect to see increased 

cynicism amongst the public, with the possibility of challenging public 

perceptions of the government aid agenda and NGOs as self-serving and out of 

touch with the public mood. 

 

Darnton therefore recommends that our stated aim should instead be to 

engage the public with tackling global poverty. This is a much broader aim 

than support for development aid, and Darton suggests that this would entail a 

shift from disseminating information about the particular activities of 

development NGOs and the government, towards offering every member of 

society opportunities for “participative learning activities” that “enable the 

acquisition of the values and skills required to be a responsible citizen (which 

centrally involves engaging with the developing world)”.5  

 

In practice, this means NGOs need to encourage people of all ages to think 

critically and creatively about global issues such as poverty and international 

development, and to come to their own conclusions about the actions necessary 

to overcome these challenges. Many organisations already offer such 

opportunities for global learning, and by making a strategic commitment to 

support the sector to integrate a learning approach in their engagement 

with supporters, local communities, schools, businesses and the general public, 

Bond can make a strong contribution to re-engaging the public with tackling 

global poverty. 

 

We therefore recommend that: 

 Bond’s Strategy for 2011-16 includes a commitment to work with 

the sector to integrate a learning approach throughout its public 

engagement work, moving from a narrow objective of securing 

public support for NGOs and international development towards a 

broader objective of engaging the public in learning about and 

tackling global poverty. 
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Response to specific questions 
1. Who do you think we should be working with, both inside and outside the 

international development sector, and why?  

 
An important group of stakeholders for Bond to be working with are educators, 

both within and outside the international development sector. 
 
The reasons for this are set out above. Research suggests that taking an 

educative approach to public engagement with tackling global poverty is likely to 
generate deeper, more sustained commitment to our shared objectives than 

short-term campaigning, advocacy or fundraising work. 
 

2. How could we as NGOs work together to build greater support from the 

British public for the work we do in international development? 
 

This can be achieved through integrating a learning approach into all of our work 
with the public, whether fundraising, campaigning, advocacy or awareness-
raising. The reasons for integrating a learning approach into our work, evidence 

of the impact of doing so, and the details of how to achieve this are set out 
above. 

 
To reflect this move towards a learning approach we suggest shifting the 
objective of our engagement work from “building support for the work we do in 

international development” to “engaging with learning about and tackling global 
poverty”. The latter protects us as a sector from cynical attacks on our motives, 

and research set out above suggests it will be more effective in maintaining and 
enhancing public support. 
 

7. How can we as NGOs increase our campaign supporter base and make it 
more effective? 

 

Directly pursuing increased campaign support may be counter-productive, as it 
exposes the sector to cynicism about our motives (i.e. that we are more 

concerned about sustaining the sector than tackling global poverty).  
 
Instead, by educating the public about global issues, evidence set out above 

suggests we will increase our campaign supporter base through deeper and 
more sustained engagement with the issue of global poverty. 

 

8. How can we work together to ensure that the funding environment for 
NGO-led development work continues to improve? 

 
In the medium and long term, research set out above indicates that educating 
the UK public about global issues will yield returns many times over by way of 

increasing private donations to NGOs to support development work. 
 

Therefore in conjunction with other important areas of work to secure short-term 
funding, it is important that we continue to offer global learning opportunities 
throughout our work to sustain the funding environment in the longer term. 

 



10.  What sector-wide issues will impact on NGOs, and how can we protect 
civil society space in the UK and internationally, particularly in solidarity 

with the South? 
 

As discussed above, declining public engagement with tackling global poverty is 
one of the most serious sector-wide issues to face NGOs. Evidence suggests we 
can protect civil society space in the UK by offering opportunities to all members 

of society to think critically and creatively about global issues. 
 

16.What would you like the network to have achieved by 2016? 

 
A return to rising levels of public engagement with learning about and tackling 

global poverty. This can be achieved through taking an educative approach to all 
of our work, integrating our work much more closely with formal and informal 
educators (schools, youth work bodies, adult and community educators, the 

media and others). It can be measured through a basket of indicators which 
would include: 

 the general public feel knowledgeable about global issues and able to 
critically reflect on their role in the world and how their actions impact on 
the lives of those in the South; 

 the general public are empowered to act on this awareness to tackle 
global poverty individually and through collective action; 

 a stronger focus within the international development sector on global 
learning, integrating a learning approach into all campaigning, fundraising 
and awareness-raising activities of NGOs; and, 

 the general public express solidarity with those in poverty. 
 

Next steps 

DEA will be attending the consultation events, where we will feed in the 

comments we set out above. Should Bond wish to take up the recommendation 

we have made, we would be happy to meet to discuss in further detail what a 

strategic commitment to encouraging a learning approach throughout the sector 

might look like. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Hetan Shah 

Chief Executive 


